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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Assistance  and 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Hereford  County  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County  for  1939. 

Population  of  the  County  and  General  Statistics. 

The  population  of  the  County  at  mid-year  1939  is  estimated  by 


the  Registrar-General  to  be  114,280  of  whom  44,350 
Urban  Districts  and  69,930  to  the  Rural  Districts. 

1939. 

belong 

to  the 

1938. 

Birth  Rate 

15.4 

14.9 

Death  Rate 

13.4 

12.9 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000  Births) 

42.2 

43.0 

Death  Rate — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.446 

0.396 

Death  Rate — All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.490 

0.460 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

1.75 

1.85 

Birth  Rate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1939  is  15.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  is 
0.5  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1938.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales 

is  15.0. 


Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1939  is  13.4  per  1 ,000,  which  is  0.5  per  1 ,000  higher 
than  in  1938.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.1  per  1,000. 


Deaths  from — 
Influenza 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Diphtheria 


1939 

32 

27 

60 

6 

0 

6 


1938 

19 

37 

64 

4 

1 

0 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1939  is  42.2  per  1,000  births.  The 
rate  for  legitimate  children  is  39.5  per  1,000  and  for  illegitimate  children 
78.3  per  1,000  births.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  50  per 

1,000  births. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  two  from  other 
Puerperal  causes  in  1939,  compared  with  2 Sepsis  and  4 Pyrexia  in  1938. 
The  Maternal  Death  Rate  is  2.97  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
1.85  in  1938.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  is  2.87. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  0.446  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  total  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  is  0.490  per  1,000 
as  compared  with  0.460  in  1938. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  notifications  in  1939  being  587,  against  587  in  1938. 
The  Death  Rate  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea  is  2.31  per  1.000  births  for 
1939,  as  compared  with  0.62  per  1,000  births  in  1938. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  treatment  of  women  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  provided 
by  the  County  Council  at  the  Hereford  General  Hospital,  subject  to 
certain  rules  and  conditions. 

Twelve  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  treated  during  1939. 
Difficult  Labour. 

Cases  of  difficult  labour  are  treated  at  the  Hereford  General 
Hospital,  and  the  services  of  a Consultant  Obstetrician  arc  available. 
106  cases  were  dealt  with  during  1939. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Six  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  treated  at  the  Hereford 
Eye  Hospital  during  the  year. 

County  Laboratory. 

7,601  specimens  were  examined  in  1939,  as  compared  with  6,02.3  in 
1938.  -The  work  is  useful  in  controlling  epidemics,  and  positive  results 
of  swabs  are  phoned  to  the  doctors  and  also  to  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  so  that  immediate  steps  can  be  taken. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

Cases  of  Mental  Deficiency  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical 
Adviser  by  various  voluntary  and  other  agencies.  Provision  is  made 
for  adult  cases  at  Ross  Institution,  which  is  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  where  suitable  training  is  available  in  mat-making,  etc., 
under  the  supervision  of  an  attendant.  Children  are  sent  to  suitable 
Institutions  outside  the  County.  Very  considerable  difficulty  continues 
to  be  experienced  in  finding  suitable  vacancies  for  low  grade  children. 

I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Public  Assistance  and  Public 
Health  and  other  Committees  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
support.  I also  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  District  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  valued  assistance 
and  co-operation. 

S.  W.  SAVAGE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

County  Health  Department, 

Hereford. 

Januayy,  1941. 
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COUNTY  STAFF. 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  CHIEF  S.M.O.,  Etc. 

SIDNEY  W.  SAVAGE,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

DEPUTY  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

MAURICE  E.  HOCKEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  1.5.39.) 

CLINICAL  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER  and  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 
NIEUPORT  SANATORIUM  : 

BASIL  ADAMS,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

ASSISTANT  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  and 
ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  : 

HUGH  F.  GREEN,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
WILLIAM  HOGG,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

VIOLET  L.  HICKSON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

SUPERVISOR  OF  MIDWIVES  and  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  NURSES  : 

Miss  B.  SHENTON. 

DEPUTY  SUPERVISOR  OF  MIDWIVES  and  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 

NURSES  : 

Miss  D.  BARBER.  (Appointed  1.9.39.) 

HEALTH  VISITORS  : 

Miss  J.  ANDREWS.  Miss  E.  HURDLEY. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  TURNER. 

LABORATORY  TECHNICIANS  : 

S.  W.  HICKS. 

E.  J.  GREENFIELD.  (Resigned  30.9.39.) 

J.  P.  WILD.  (Appointed  10.10.39.) 

C.  R.  GRIFFITHS.  (Appointed  14.9.39.) 

CLERICAL  STAFF  : 

Chief  Clerk— L.  A.  NICHOLLS. 

*R.  E.  Walters. 

D.  G.  Chamberlain  (Temporary 
Staff.  Appointed  1.11.39.) 
*A.  G.  Lane. 

*B.  J.  Scandrett  (Leominster 
Area) . 

I’.  G.  Hancox  (resigned  1 1 .2.39.) 
A.  E.  Edwards  (Ross  Area, 
appointed  12.3.39.) 

* Members  of  Territorial  Army.  Called  for  Service  on  outbreak  of  war. 


J.  L.  Trinder. 
Miss  D.  Webber. 
M.  A.  Rock. 

*L.  O.  Cotterell. 
*K.  J.  Williams. 
*N.  S.  Holmes. 

G.  Evans. 
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DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

URBAN. 


District. 

Bromyard  ... 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Dr.  Hugh  F.  Green. 

Hereford  City 

Dr. 

A.  Middleton  Brown. 

Kington 

Dr. 

Hugh  F.  Green. 

Ledbury 

Dr. 

William  Hogg. 

Leominster 

Dr. 

Hugh  F.  Green. 

Ross-on-Wye 

Dr. 

William  Hogg. 

RURAL. 


Hereford 

Bromyard  ... 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

Kington 

Weoblev 

Ledbury 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 
Dore  and  Bredwardine  . . 


...  f 


TDr.  R.  Wood  Power.* 


(_  Dr.  S.  L.  Corry.  (Temporary.) 


1 


)-Dr.  Hugh  F.  Green. 


)-Dr.  William  Hogg. 


J 


* Member  of  Territorial  Army.  Called  for  Service  on  outbreak  of  war. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  .• 

Population — 1 939 
„ 1938 


Births— Legitimate 

,,  Illegitimate  ...  

Still  Births — Legitimate  

,,  Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate — 15.4  per  1,000. 
Still  Birth  Rate — 0.54  per 
1,000  population  or  35 
per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  ... 


538,924  Acres. 
114,280 
108,660 


7 otal. 

M. 

F. 

1568 

805 

763 

115 

61 

54 

56 

30 

26 

3 

1 

2 

1532  773  759 


Crude  Death  Rate — 13.4  per  1,000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 


From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  0 

From  other  Causes  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  births— 

Legitimate  39.5  ; Illegitimate  78.3  ; Total  42-2 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  4 


POPULATION. — The  following  table  shows  the  Census 
population  for  mid-year  1939  : — 

1939 

Census  Mid-Year 

Administrative  County 114,280 

Urban  Districts 44,350 

Rural  Districts 69,930 


Urban  Districts. 


Population 

Mid-Year 

1939 

Population 

Census 

1931 

Bromyard  ... 

1,544 

1,570 

Hereford  City  (M.B.) 

27,190 

24,163 

Kington  ...  

1,821 

1,742 

Ledbury 

3,297 

3,284 

Leominster  (M.B.) 

5,624 

5,707 

Ross-on-Wye 

4,874 

4,735 

44,350 

41,201 
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Rural  Districts. 


Bromyard  ...  

7,746 

7,408 

Dore  and  Bredwardine 

7,140 

7,898 

Hereford  ...  ...  

13,940 

13,448 

Kington  ...  ...  

4,628 

4,701 

Ledbury  ...  ...  

9,751 

8,707 

Leominster  and  Wigmore 

9,896 

10,663 

Ross  and  Whitchurch 

11,100 

11,608 

Weobley 

5,729 

6,113 

69,930 

70,566 

Total  Estimated  Civil  Population. 

As  given  by  Registrar-General. 


Population 

Mid-Year 

1938 

Population 

Mid-Year 

1937 

Urban  Districts 

44,350 

42,350 

Rural  Districts 

69,930 

66,800 

Total  Population  Administrative 

County 

114,280 

109,150 

BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  during 
1939,  after  due  correction,  was  1,676,  against  1,623  in  1938.  Of 
this  number,  624  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  1,052  in 
the  Rural  Districts. 


Birth-Rates  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
and  Administrative  County. 

(Per  1,000  Persons  Living.) 


1939 

1938 

Urban  Districts  ...  

14-3 

15-4 

Rural  Districts  ...  

. 15-3 

14-6 

Administrative  County  

15-4 

14-9 

England  and  Wales  

15-0 

15-1 
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The  birth-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  is  0 * 5 per  1,000 
higher  than  in  1938. 

Illegitimate  Births, 

There  were,  during  1939,  115  illegitimate  births  in  the  County, 
compared  with  1 13  in  1938  and  1 19  in  1937. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during 
1939,  after  due  correction  for  residents  and  non-residents,  was 
1,532.  Of  these  631  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  901  in 
the  Rural  Districts. 


Death-Rates  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and 
Administrative  County. 

(Per  1,000  Persons  Living.) 


1939 

1938 

Urban  Districts 

14-2 

12-5 

Rural  Districts 

12-9 

13-1 

Administrative  County  

13-4 

12-9 

England  and  Wales 

12-1 

11-6 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  refers  to  the  number  of  children 
who  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  per  1,000  births.  During 
the  year  there  were  35  deaths  in  the  Urban  and  36  deaths  in  the 
Rural  Districts  of  children  under  one  year — in  all  71  as  compared 

with  70  in  1938. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
and  Administrative  County. 

(Per  1,000  Births.) 


1939 

1938 

Urban  Districts 

54 

46 

Rural  Districts 

34 

41 

Administrative  County  

42 

43 

England  and  Wales 

50 

53 

The  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  lower  by  1 • 0 per  1 ,000 
births  than  that  for  1938. 
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Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  1939. 


Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Admin. 

County 

Measles 

— 

— 



Scarlet  Fever 

2 

5 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

3 

6 

(under  2 years) 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

13 

19 

32 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  

27 

30 

57 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  1939,  56  deaths  were  directly  attributable 
to  Tuberculosis.  Of  this  number,  51  of  the  deaths  were  caused 
by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis),  and  5 by  other  tubercular 
diseases. 


Phthisis. 

Tuberculosis  ok  Lungs  (Phthisis). — The  number  of  deaths 
from  Phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  during  1939  was  51 
(compared  with  43  in  1938),  of  which  22  occurred  in  the  Urban 
and  29  in  the  Rural  Districts. 


The  rates  for  Urban  and  Rural  areas  and  Administrative 
County  are  : — 


No.  of 
Deaths, 
1939 

Rate  per 
1,000  persons, 
1939 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  persons, 
1938 

Urban  Districts 

22 

0-496 

0-564 

Rural  Districts 

29 

0-414 

0-287 

Administrative  County  ... 

51 

0-446 

0-396 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

During  1939  there  were  5 deaths — all  occurred  in  the  Rural 
Districts — from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (compared  with 
7 in  1938). 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  from 
1st  Jan.,  1939,  to  31st  Dec.,  1939. 


Pulmc 

Tuberc 

3nary 

ulosis. 

Other  f 
Tuberc 

orrns  of 
ulosis. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Kate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

Administrative  County 

83 

0-73 

36 

0-31 

Treatment. 

During  the  year  the  Dispensaries  dealt  with  739  separate 
attendances  of  patients,  involving  359  patients  ; 244  new  cases 
came  under  review. 

The  function  of  the  Dispensary  is  to  decide  what  form  of  treat- 
ment is  suitable  for  each  case.  Early  cases  only,  if  possible,  should 
be  sent  to  Sanatorium.  Late  cases  were  treated  at  Camp  Meadow 
Hospital,  Ross,  and  other  cases  of  Glandular,  Abdominal,  Meningeal, 
Genito-Urinary  and  Miliary  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 

Nine  cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  received  treatment  at 
the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital  during  the 
year — 4 males  and  5 females. 

One  case  of  Lupus  in  a female  was  treated  at  the  London 
Hospital. 

Seven  males  and  10  females  were  treated  at  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital. 
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N1EUP0RT  SANATORIUM. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1939. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  113  patients  discharged  : 

1937.  107  pulmonary,  9 non-pulmonary. 

1938.  110  „ 15 

1939.  99  „ 14 


Table  I.— NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  ADMITTED. 


Adults. 

Males  23 

Females  ...  ...  33 

56 

Children. 

Boys  35 

Girls  ...  24 

59 

Total  115 


The  ages  of  these  patients  are  shown  in  the  following  Table  : 


Table  II. 


AGES  OF  PATIENTS  ADMITTED. 


Males. 

Under  20  years  ... 

Adults. 

Females. 

4 Under  20  years 

...  4 

„ 30  " „ ... 

...  9 

„ 30  „ 

...  11 

„ 40  „ ... 

...  4 

„ 40  „ 

...  9 

„ 50  „ ... 

...  5 

„ 50  

...  8 

„ 60  „ ... 

...  1 

„ 60  „ 

...  — 

Over  60  „ 

...  — 

Over  60  „ 

...  1 

Total  ... 

...  23 

Total  ... 

...  33 
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Boys. 

Children. 

Girls. 

Under  5 years  ... 

...  3 

Under  5 years 

„ 10  „ ... 

...  20 

„ 10  ' „ 

„ 14  „ ... 

...  12 

„ 14  „ 

Over  14  „ 

...  — 

Over  14  „ 

Total  ... 

...  35 

Total 

On  31st  December,  1938,  there  were  49  patients  remaining 
in  the  Sanatorium  ; 115  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1939, 
making  a total  of  164  cases  treated  in  the  year.  Of  that  number 
113  have  been  discharged,  leaving  51  patients  in  the  Sanatorium 
on  31st  December,  1939. 


Table  III. 

PATIENTS  DISCHARGED. 

Adults  ...  55  Children  ...  58  Total  ...  113 

Average  Length  of  Treatment. 

Adults  ...  147  days.  Children  ...  178  days. 

The  Classification  on  admission  of  the  113  cases  discharged 
is  shewn  on  Table  IV.  The  method  of  classification  is  the  same 
as  that  used  on  Page  3 of  the  Yearly  Financial  Statement 
(Form  H2.T)  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Table  IV. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES  DISCHARGED. 


Adu 

LTS. 

Chili 

)REN. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Pulmonary — 

1.  Observation  ... 

3 

2 

32 

18 

55 

2.  Early  ... 

7 

10 

— 

— 

17 

3.  Intermediate 

9 

7 

— 

— 

16 

4.  Advanced 

5 

6 

— 

— 

1 1 

Non- Pulmonary — 

1.  Glandular-Peritoneum,  &c.... 

i 

2 

3 

5 

11 

2.  Bones  and  Joints  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

25 

30 

35 

23 

113 

14 


RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT. 

With  reference  to  the  results  of  treatment,  the  actual  gain  or 
loss  of  weight  has  been  considered  in  four  tables — V.  (a),  (b),  ( c ), 
and  (d) — shewing  adult  males  and  females  and  boys  and  girls 
separately.  The  actual  weight  is  considered  in  pounds  and  ounces 
and,  on  the  whole,  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  actual  condition  of 
the  1 13  patients  on  discharge  is  shewn  in  Table  VI. 


Table  V.  (a). 
ADULTS  (MALES). 


No. 

of  Case 

s which 

shew 

Tot 

al. 

Ave 

rage. 

Classification. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

2 

— 

— 

1 

lb.  oz. 
13  0 

lb.  oz. 

lb. 

6 

OZ. 

8 

lb.  oz. 

Early 

6 

— 

— 

1 

04  0 

10 

ii 

- 

Intermediate 

6 

2 

— 

1 

79  8 

fi  8 

13 

4 

3 4 

Advanced 

4 

— 

— 

1 

32  8 

— 

8 

2 

— 

C.landular 

Peritoneum,  &c. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 4 

2 4 

Bones  and  Joints.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

18 

3 

— 

4 

189  0 

8 12 

8 

8 

2 14 

Table  V.  ( b ). 
ADULTS  (FEMALES). 


Classification. 

No. 

of  Cast 

»s  whicl 

shew 

Tc 

>tal 

Ave 

*rage. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 

Observation 

2 

— 

-- 

— 

14 

0 

— 

7 0 

— 

Early 

9 

— 

— 

1 

100 

0 

— 

11  2 

— 

Intermediate 

6 

1 

— 

— 

00 

0 

0 2 

10  0 

0 2 

Advanced 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

12 

— 

1 12 

— 

Glandular 

Peritoneum,  &c. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

0 

1 8 

Bones  and  Joints... 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

4 

— 

8 4 

— 

Totals 

21 

1 

8 

185 

0 

0 2 

8 13 

0 2 
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Table  V.  (c). 
CHILDREN  (BOYS). 


Classification 

No. 

of  Case 

s which 

shew 

Tc 

tal. 

Av 

eragc. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

Glandular 

Peritoneum,  &c. 

Bones  and  Joints... 

32 

3 

— 

— 

— 

lb.  oz. 
260  0 

21  4 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 
8 5 

7 1 

lb.  oz. 

Totals 

33 

— 

— 

— 

281  4 

— 

8 0 

— 

Table  V.  (d). 
CHILDREN  (GIRLS). 


Classification 

No. 

of  Case 

s which 

shew 

To 

tal 

Avt 

jrage. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

No 

change 

No 

record. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Observation 

Early  

Glandular 

Peritoneum,  &c. 

18 

5 

— 

— 

— 

lb.  oz. 
160  0 

31  8 

lb.  oz. 

lb.  oz. 
8 8 

6 5 

lb.  oz. 

Totals 

23 

191  8 

8 9 

16 


Table  VI. 


Classification  on 

Admission. 

Tlassii 

icatior 

i on  I 

tischa 

rge 

Total. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

Pulmonary — 

r 

Males 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

1 . Observation 

j 

Females... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

32 

i 

Girls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

lfi 

18 

r 

Males  ... 

2 

2 

_ 

„ . _ 

3 

_ 

7 

1 

Females... 

7 

3 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

10 

2.  Early 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

L 

Girls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

r 

Males  ... 

2 

6 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

9 

3.  Intermediate 

i 

Females... 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

t 

Girls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

r 

Males 

_ 

4 

1 



_ 

_ 

5 

4.  Advanced 

J 

Females... 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

0 

1 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

i 

Girls  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — 

1.  Glandular- 

r 

Males 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Peritoneum, 

i 

Females... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

&c. 

1 

Boys 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

l 

Girls 

4 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

9 

r 

Males 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



2.  Rones  and 

j 

Females... 

1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Joints 

1 

Boys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

L 

Girls  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Totals 

17 

30 

6 

4 

8 

52 

117 

A.  Disease  Quiescent.  R.  Improved,  but  not  Quiescent.  C.  No  improve- 
ment. D.  Died  in  Sanatorium.  E.  Self-discharged  or  dismissed. 
F.  No  definite  evidence  of  Tuberculosis. 


It  will  be  seen  from  Table  VI,  that  8 cases  (4  men  and  1 woman 
and  3 children)  left  the  Sanatorium  against  my  advice.  On  the 
whole,  the  patients  have  carried  out  their  treatment  to  my  satis- 
faction and  their  general  conduct  has  been  excellent. 

The  patients  have  continued  working  as  part  of  their  treat- 
ment : the  men  do  useful  work  in  the  garden  and  sheds,  and  the 
women  work  in  the  house. 

BASIL  ADAMS,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Superintendent. 


Dispensaries,  1939. 


17 


18 


Shelters. 

There  are  now  50  Shelters  in  use.  These  have  been  fairly  well 
utilized  during  the  year. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

During  19.39  grants  for  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  41 
patients. 

Nursing  Arrangements. 

These  are  the  same  as  described  in  previous  Reports. 

OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


These  diseases  include  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  other 
diseases  of  the  Respiratory  organs  (but  do  not  include  Tubercular 
disease  of  the  lungs). 


Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia 

Other 

Diseases. 

Urban  Districts  

10 

24 

7 

Rural  Districts 

17 

36 

8 

Administrative  County 

27 

60 

15 

Cancer. 

During  the  past  year  200  deaths  in  the  County  were  due  to 
Cancer,  76  occurring  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  124  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  rates  are  as  follows  : — 


Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

1939 

1938 

Urban  Districts 

171 

1-88 

Rural  Districts 

177 

1-83 

Administrative  County  . . . 

175 

1-85 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Small-Pox. 

No  cases  of  Small-pox  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


During  the  year  259  cases  were  notified  in  the  Urban  and 
233  in  the  Rural  Districts — 492  in  all,  against  328  in  1938.  There 
were  7 deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  1939. 


Attack  Rates  per 
1,000  population 

Urban  Districts  ... 

5-83 

Rural  Districts  ... 

3-33 

Administrative  County 

4-30 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1939  was 
117  from  the  Urban  Districts  and  35  from  the  Rural  Districts, 
against  78 — 46  Urban  and  32  Rural  in  1938. 

Six  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 


Attack  Rates  per 

1 ,000  Population 

Urban  Districts  ... 

1-80 

Rural  Districts  ... 

0-50 

Administrative  County 

1-02 

Typhoid  and  Allied  Fevers. 

Twelve  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  during  the  year. 
Nine  in  the  Ross-on-Wye  Urban  District  and  3 in  the  Rural  Districts. 
One  female  death,  45-55  years. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  35  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  during 
the  year  (19  from  Urban  Districts  and  16  from  Rural  Districts). 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
There  were  5 deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

During  the  year  14  cases  were  notified — 7 from  the  Urban 
and  7 from  the  Rural  Districts.  Six  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital 
and  8 at  home.  In  one  case  vision  was  impaired. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  in  Rural  Districts. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Two  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Six  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Measles. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Erysipelas. 

Of  this  disease  36  cases  were  notified — 15  from  the  Urban 
and  21  from  the  Rural  Districts. 

Influenza. 

There  were  32  deaths,  13  in  the  Urban  and  19  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births  (excluding  Hereford  City)  : — 

Registered — (1)  Legitimate — Live  Births,  1,215,  Still  Births, 
33,  (2)  Illegitimate— Live  Births,  81,  Still  Births,  2, 
total,  1,331. 

Notified — (1)  Live  Births,  1,202 ; (2)  Still  Births,  25 ; 

total,  1,227. 

(1)  By  Midwives,  1,126  ; (2)  Parents  and  Doctors,  101. 

Infant  Deaths  (excluding  Hereford  City)  : — 

(1)  Legitimate,  50  ; (2)  Illegitimate,  4 ; total,  54. 

Rate  per  1,000  births  : — 

(1)  Legitimate,  41*1;  (2)  Illegitimate,  49-3;  total,  41  6. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  1939  : — 

Infant  Welfare. 

1.  Attendances  at  Welfare  Centres 

2.  Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Cases  (First) 

3.  Re-visits  ...  

4.  Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  (First) 

5.  Re-visits  ...  ...  

6.  Visits  to  Children,  1-5  years  ... 

Tuberculosis. 

1 Attendances  at  Dispensary  

2.  Domiciliary  Visits  to  Notified  Cases  (First) 

3.  Re-visits  ...  ...  

4.  Visits  to  discharged  Soldiers  ... 

5.  Visits  to  Shelters 

Other  Work. 

1.  Ophthalmia — Visits  and  Re-visits 

2.  Measles 

3.  Mental  Deficiency 

4.  Puerperal  Fever  ...  

5.  Child  Life  Protection  

6.  P.A.  Boarded  Out  


Visits. 

354 

885 

6,203 

1,019 

11,038 

15,753 


194 

57 

1,870 

15 

209 


98 

40 

1,607 

38 

218 

76 


39,674 


Total  Visits 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  at  the  Centres  during 


1939  : — 

1.  Number  of  Infants  attended ...  397 

2.  Number  of  attendances  2,388 

3.  Number  of  children  aged  1-5  years  ...  524 

4.  Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  3,359 

5.  Number  of  attendances — Expectant  Mothers  6 

6.  Average  daily  attendance  ...  21 

7.  Number  of  children  entirely  breast-fed  ...  89 

8.  Artificial  foods  used  : — 

Cow  and  Gate  Ostermilk 

Virol  Oil  and  Malt 

9.  Amount  received  for  artificial  foods  : — 


Virol,  ^clothing,  etc.,  supplied  ...  £186  18s.  Od. 

(*This  includes  belts,  socks,  vests,  etc.) 

10.  Number  in  attendance  at  end  of  year  ...  206 

Ante-Natal  Centres. 

An  ante-natal  centre  established  by  the  County  Council  is 
held  at  Church  Street,  Ross-on-Wye.  47  mothers  made  111 
attendances  during  the  year. 
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THE  MID  WIVES’  ACT. 


Summary  of  the  Supervisor’s  work  for  1939. 

Regular  Supervision  of  Midwives  100 

Special  Visits  of  Enquiry  69 

Notifications  Received  : — 

Of  Intention  to  Practise  ...  ...  ...  119 

Of  Sending  for  Medical  Help  537 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Last  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  60 

Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants  ...  ...  49 

Death  of  Infant  before  arrival  of  Doctor  ...  3 

Temporary  Suspension  of  Midwives  due  to 

liability  of  being  a source  of  infection  ...  46 

Midwives  Practising  and  Resident  in  the  County  on 
December  31st,  1939  : — 

Number  of  Trained  Midwives  working  on  the 

Emergency  Staff ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Trained  Midwives  working  under 
Local  Nursing  Associations  affiliated  to 
the  County  Nursing  Association  ...  52 

Trained  Midwives  working  in  adjacent 
Counties  and  taking  occasional  cases  in 
Herefordshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Trained  Midwives  in  Independent  practise  ...  16 

Trained  Midwives  working  in  Institutions  ...  14 

95 

Cases  Attended  by  Midwives. 

As  Midwives ...  1,101 

As  Maternity  nurses ...  ...  313 


1,414 

Notice  of  Sending  for  Medical  Help. 

In  case  of  mother,  including  for  “ Rise  of 

Temperature”  ...  ...  ...  ...  477 

In  case  of  Infant,  including  ‘‘  Eye  Discharge  ” 60 

Rise  of  Temperature  eventually  notified 

as  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  19 

“ Eye  Discharge  ” eventually  notified  as 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 
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Deaths  of  Mother. 

One  occurred  during  the  transfer  of  patient  to  hospital.  Cause 
ursmia  due  to  Chronic  Nephritis  and  Physiological  amenorrhcea. 

Stillbirths. 

17  Stillbirths  were  notified  by  12  Midwives  ; ten  at  full  term  ; 
three  at  8 months  ; one  at  1\  months  ; two  at  7 months  ; one  at 
6 months.  One  was  born  before  the  arrival  of  the  Midwife. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Of  the  19  cases  notified  four  were  removed  to  hospital  and 
recovered  ; fifteen  were  nursed  at  home  by  the  midwives  and 
all  recovered.  The  Midwives  were  suspended  for  the  necessary 
period  for  disinfection. 

Compensation  of  Midwives. 

The  following  Midwives  have  surrendered  their  Certificates  and 
have  been  compensated  under  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  No.  35444  ; Annie  R.  F.  Turner,  No.  44468  ; 
Louisa  Laxton,  No.  27133;  Jane  Davies,  No.  27589. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  take  back  into  their 
own  hands  their  statutory  duties  under  the  Blind  Persons  Acts 
which  had  previously  been  administered  by  the  Herefordshire 
County  Association  for  the  Blind.  Consequent  upon  this  decision 
this  Department  became  responsible  for  the  keeping  of  the  Register 
of  Blind  Persons,  home  teaching  and  visiting,  the  examination 
of  blind  persons,  prevention  of  blindness,  supervision  of  Home 
Workers  and  the  maintenance  of  case  records. 

The  Home  Teachers,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Hartland  and  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Angier,  are  now  attached  to  this  Department,  and  the  former 
Secretary  of  the  County  Association,  Mr.  J.  J.  Adams,  carries  on 
his  duties  under  my  direct  control.  Close  co-operation  is 
maintained  with  the  County  Association,  which  now  administers 
only  the  voluntary  funds,  and  the  officers  are  permitted  to  act 
for  the  Association.  On  the  whole  the  new  arrangements  have 
worked  with  smoothness  and  satisfaction. 


STATISTICS. 

Registration. 


No.  of  registered  blind  persons  in  County  at  transfer 

(30th  June,  1939)  243 

Cases  certified  as  blind — 1st  July  to  31st  Dec.,  1939  34 

Transferred  from  other  Counties  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  blind  persons  during  period  ...  ...  8 

Transferred  to  other  Counties  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  blind  persons  on  register  at  31st  Dec.,  1939...  269 

Training  and  Employment. 

Total  employed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Home  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Undergoing  industrial  training  ...  ...  ...  3 

Secondary  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Trained  but  unemployed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No  training  but  trainable  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unemployable  ...  227 

Children  of  School  Age. 

In  Schools  for  the  Blind  ...  3 

Not  at  School ...  2 
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Occupations  of  Employed  Blind  Persons. 

Agents,  Collectors,  etc.  ...  ...  1 

Basket  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Brush  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Carpenters  and  Woodworkers  ...'  ...  ...  1 

Clerks  and  Typists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shop-keepers 1 

Firewood  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Newsvendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Labourers  ...  1 

Mat-makers  3 

Poultry-keepers  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unemployable  Blind  Persons  in  Homes  for  Blind  and 
Institutions. 

Homes  for  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Assistance  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  9 

Mental  Hospitals  18 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  CASES. 

There  are  five  St.  Dunstan’s  men  in  the  County.  As  they 
are  under  constant  supervision  by  the  St.  Dunstan’s  authorities 
the  County  Council  Home  Teachers  do  not  often  visit  them.  The 
cases  are  included  in  the  above  tables. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

1.  Certified  cases. 


The  cases  at  present  certified  and 
the  31st  December,  1939,  are  as  follows  : 

treated  in 

Institutions  on 

Males. 

Females. 

Ross  Approved  P.A.I 

20 

21 

Stoke  Park  Colony,  Bristol 

12 

11 

Rampton  State  Institution 

2 

I 

Mass  Side  State  Institution 

1 

_ 

Hortham  Colony,  Bristol 

2 

1 

Allerton  Priory  R.C.  Special 
School  

1 

Bodfair  Mental  Home,  Carnarvon 

1 

All  Souls’  Special  Schools,  Hill- 
ingdon 

- 

1 

38 

36 

Duiing  the  year  six  males  and  five  females  have  been  certified 
and  remo\ed  to  Institutions  and  one  male  placed  under  guardian- 
ship. Two  male  certified  patients  have  died  during  the  year. 


2.  Development  of  Scheme. 

In  March,  1939,  the  Committee  reviewed  the  question  of 
future  policy,  particularly  with  regard  to  accommodation  and 
ascertainment,  but  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  further  con- 
sideration was  postponed.  The  provision  of  additional  accom- 
modation at  the  Weobley  P.A.I.  has  also  been  postponed. 

In  view  of  the  additional  duties  placed  upon  the  Health  Visitors 
and  District  Nurses  the  visitation  of  cases  under  supervision  has 
been  carried  out  less  frequently,  but  all  enquiries  and  urgent  cases 
have,  however,  been  dealt  with  expeditiously  and  satisfactorily, 
^omc  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  accommodation 
oi  mental  defectives  of  the  low  grade  type,  but  no  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  provision  of  accommodation. 
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LABORATORY  REPORT,  1939 


BACTERIOLOGY 

Examination  For  : — 

Negative 

Positive. 

Total 

B.  Diphtheria 

2447 

539 

2986 

Tuberculosis  (Sputum) 

478 

287 

765 

„ (Urine) 

33 

2 

35 

„ (Milk)  

10 

— 

10 

„ (Meat) 

6 

3 

9 

(C.S.F.)  

5 

— 

5 

„ (Pleural  Effusion)  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Gonococci 

110 

47 

157 

Vincent’s  Organisms 

25 

8 

33 

Brucella  Abortus  ... 

35 

1 

36 

Johnes  Bacilli 

5 

1 

6 

Anthrax  „ 

8 

— 

8 

Salmonella  Group  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Aertryke 

1 

— 

1 

Gaertner 

Typhoid  ') 

1 

125 

1 

1 

126 

Para.  A in  blood,  faeces 

104 

— 

104 

Para.  B J and  urine 

144 

15 

159 

Typhoid  j 

3 

— 

3 

Para.  A > in  Milk 

3 

— 

3 

Para.  B J 

11 

— 

11 

Albumen,  Sugar,  etc.,  Urine 

84 

106 

190 

Deposit  in  Urine  ... 

24 

68 

92 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  (Throats) 

510 

125 

635 

„ „ (Milk)  ... 

18 

15 

33 

Organisms  in  Pus,  etc. 

76 

216 

292 

Acetone  in  urine  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Spores  (Hairs) 

2 

— 

2 

Occult  Blood  (Fasces) 

— 

1 

i 

Ova  (Faeces) 

2 

1 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Malaria  Parasites  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Spermatazoa... 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococci 

19 

1 

20 

Trichomona  Cells  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Blood  Counts 

— 

— 

116 

4304 

1440 

5860 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

Total 

WATER  ANALYSIS 

Potable  Waters  : — 

Bacteriological 

225 

259 

484 

Chemical 

265 

191 

456 

River  Waters  and  Sewage  Effluents  ... 

— 

31 

490 

450 

971 
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Laboratory  Report,  1939  (contd.) 


No.  Com- 

Failed  due  to  : — 

Ex’md  plied 

Meth.Blue  Coli.  Botli 

MILK  EXAMINATION 

(Milk  " Special  Designation  ” Order, 

1939) 

Accredited  ... 

513  399 

23  49  42 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

149  127 

4 10  8 

Re-Samples  ... 

83  49 

4 17  13 

Pre-licence  ... 

9 9 



Advisory 

5 3 

— 1 1 

759  587 

31  77  64 

Number  Examined  = 759 

Number  Complied  = 587 

Number  Failed  = 172 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

(Other  Milk  Examinations) 

Pasteurised  ... 

3 

3 

Bottled 

1 

- 

Ordinary  Milk 

3 

1 

7 

A 

7 4 


Total  Number  of  Milk  Samples  examined  = 770 

Grand  Total  of  all  specimens  examined  = 7601. 


